Resistance to Tuberculosis: Experimental Studies in Native and Acquired Defensive Mechanisms by Sulavik, Stephen B.
YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE Volume 39, October, 1966
and produced. The book is an essential reference for those interested
in hair growth and will be a valuable source for those interested in other
aspects of skin biology.
JOSEPH MCGUIRE
RESISTANCE TO TUBERCULOSIS: EXPERIMENTAL STUDIES IN NATIVE AND
ACQUIRED DEFENSIVE MECHANISMS. By Max B. Lurie. Cambridge, Mass.,
Harvard University Press, 1964. xix, 391 pp. $10.00.
It is indeed a privilege to read the life's work of an extremely competent
investigator. This is the case with respect to Max Lurie's work, Resistance
to Tuberculosis. The book is written in a most logical, clear and concise
fashion. Each series of experiments follows one another as carefully planned
building blocks to a most logical conclusion.
It is difficult to "put this book down" as the reading is so fluid and ex-
periments defined with such clarity that their significance is very easily
grasped. Certainly this book gives not only tremendous insight into the
mechanisms involved in resistance to tuberculosis but an insight into integral
body mechanisms of defense as a whole. I feel that this book is one of the
major contributions in its field.
STEPHEN B. SULAVIK
CONTROL OF MACROMOLECULAR SYNTHESIS. By Ole Maal0e and Niels Ole
Kjeldgaard. New York, W. A. Benjamin, 1966. xi, 284 pp. $12.50.
This clearly written monograph deals with the governing of macromolecular
synthesis in selected bacterial systems. Conclusions and hypotheses which
represent current thinking in this field have been well integrated into a
text that deals primarily with experimental approaches and results. As
a reflection of continually shifting views on control, most of the discussions
do not reach definite conclusions, but rather present arguments that may
serve as stimuli for further work. Results of in vitro and in vivo systems are
presented, with emphasis on the latter.
The book opens with a review of recent literature relevant to problems
of control. Discussions are included of DNA, the three classes of RNA,
ribosomes, protein and regulating mechanisms. The function, structure,
and kinetics of the macromolecules in question are covered in detail. The
description of messenger RNA, for example, ranges over recent results
on its physical characterization, function in protein synthesis, kinetics of
synthesis and decay, and the amount present in living cells. The first
chapter closes with a description of regulatory mechanisms, including the
well documented case of feed-back inhibition in aspartyl transcarbamylase
and the genetic and biochemical data which underlie the model of Jacob and
Monod.
Following this, results and unifying concepts of experiments performed
on bacterial cultures in steady states of growth are presented. Attention is
given to cell size, number of nuclei per cell, DNA content per nucleus,
quantities of protein and RNA, and numbers of ribosomes per cell and per
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